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The next meeting of KPQG will be
February 8 at 9:30 via Zoom.
Program: Sharon Hughes will share
her Heritage Quilt Collection.
Watch for the Zoom link in your e-mail.

KONZA PRAIRIE QUILTERS’ GUILD NEWSLETTER
EDITOR: Elaine Shannon

President’s Message
February is a fun month! We have celebrations like Groundhog Day, National Feed the
Birds Day, and Eat Ice Cream for Breakfast Day— just to name a few. There are also some
holidays that I will not be celebrating — like Take a Shower With a Friend Day and Toothache Day. I do believe that I will pass on those. Since we only have 28 days to make February special this year, let us begin.
Start off by marking your calendars for February 8th. This is not only the Clean Out Your
Computer Day, it is also the day for our February Zoom meeting where our very own Sharon Hughes will be making it memorable with her quilt presentation. How do I know that
it is going to be good? Bev, Michelle, and Sharon are practicing like crazy to make it a fantastic program. It has got to be good!
I do pray you all have set goals for each month this year, and that the goals are coming to
fruition. I find it easier to accomplish something when I am going in that direction. I may
take side trips, but keeping a goal in mind helps me get back on the track. May you all be
on track to stay healthy while you are enjoying life.

A few years back a quilting friend had a stroke and getting back to her goal of quilting
again was not always easy. When she had trouble holding down a ruler with her left hand
so she could use her rotary cutter, another friend found a clear skateboard grip tape that
worked wonders. Another friend bought a roll (11” x 50”) and shared some with all of us
in our group. I used up my share and ordered another roll to make sure that I never run
out.….I probably have too many rulers, but it works. Get some friends and share an order.
I got Zeuxt brand from Amazon for under $15. Unlike the sandpaper dots, you can place a
small piece over a line and still see through it. Know though—you can not scootch your
ruler a bit here and there afterwards.
Happy quilting,
Vevia
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Vevia’s 2021 President’s Block - Two Fabric Churn Dash (unfinished size 9 1/2”

Library Corner

Pat King
Ruth Prescott
Sue Drach
Loretta Tuma
Jewel Christopherson
Harriet Janke
Bonnie Olsen

8
22
26
26
27
27
27

Peanuts Quilted Celebrations
by Kathleen Shea
American Quilter’s Society,
2015. 94 p. plus CD-ROM.

“Happiness is a warm quilt.” Delightful Peanuts characters can be appliquéd onto quilts, wall hangings, and
pillows. Seasonal and holiday patterns are included on
the CD-ROM. Instructions are very detailed.
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FEBRUARY PROGRAM
February 8: Our very own guild member, Sharon Hughes, will be presenting her wealth of vintage quilts. Sharon
has shared her history with us, and we are excited to see her treasures!
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

•
•

I have belonged to KPQG since 2015.
I grew up on a farm near Centralia in Nemaha County, Kansas.
I worked for the State of Kansas after graduating from Centralia High School and also worked
at AT&SF Railway until I married.
• I have always lived in Kansas except two years when we lived in Sacramento, California while
Bill was still in the Air Force.
• We Moved to Manhattan in 1966 after Bill left the Air Force and he went to work for Kansas
Farm Bureau.
• I went to work for Kansas State University until we had children and after my youngest started
to school, I went to work as office manager for the law firm now known as Morrison, Frost, Olsen, Irvine and
Schwartz. I worked there 34 years until I had to retire for health care reasons.
I learned to sew from my mother, 4H and Home Ec in school.
I sewed clothing for my children, my husband and myself, as well as making square dance dresses for others.
My first attempt at quilting started when I took a class at TG&Y to make a Bee Wing pattern pillow. I liked the
pattern and made a quilt top out of it but didn’t have it quilted for many years.
In my mother’s family, I was an only child, only grandchild, only niece and only great-niece so I inherited all the
family quilts. Most of them were found on a Sunday afternoon playing cards with my extended family. I mentioned that I remembered a crazy quilt that had been on my bed when I spent the night with my grandmother
and aunt. No one else remembered it but my aunt said there were two cedar chests upstairs. In those two
chests were most all of the quilts I am going to show you—some well used and some just quilt tops. My mother
also had a cedar chest with quilts she had made and quilts my dad’s mother had made.
This sparked my interest in quilts, and I had the old quilt tops all quilted by Missouri Star Quilt Company.
I really didn’t start piecing quilts a lot until I retired. At Rachel Moreland’s suggestion, I started by watching
tutorials by Jennie Doan, and I still go to that source for many of my quilts.

March Program
Save the Date for our March 8th meeting! Our program will be a hands-on lesson by our very own Michelle Crisler
who will demonstrate how to create a Fractured Checkerboard Quilt. Handouts with instructions will be sent via
email prior to the meeting, so be watching for those. This fun, quick quilt pattern is ideal for Quilts From the Heart,
a baby quilt in brights, or a small lap quilt. Get ready to learn a new strategy that can be put to immediate use.
Note: Michelle and Beverly Holdren have spent many hours lining up programs, then many more hours canceling
and adapting to the limitations put on planners and presenters by COVID. We all look forward to meeting in person and hope that later in the spring we will be able to do so for our auction which originally was scheduled for
February. With the cooperation of Mother Nature, we will be able to have a parking lot auction, similar to our October event. Kudos to Michelle and Bev for your creative flexibility in program planning!
Quilts From the Heart
Judy Davis, Crisis Center Director, extended gracious appreciation for the donations from KPQG,
which included 147 quilts, 50 bags, and 50 pillow cases. Vickie Greenwood reminds us that she
has kits ready to be stitched which she can deliver to your door! Whether you prefer piecing or
quilting, she can use your help. Also Vickie and LuAnn Hoover will give a short program on our
philanthropy at the Senior Center on January 29. Thanks for getting some publicity out, Ladies!
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A Tip from Our Past President
Betty Frank is encouraging us all to visit the current mixed media/textile exhibit at The MAC, “Tree Talk:

Forest Code by Annie Helmericks-Louder from Warrensburg, Missouri. Ms. Helmericks-Louder's latest body of work is about Trees and their relationships with the Living Planet. Each of these landscapes was first researched over a two-year period of time by painting on location. The sites ranged
from New Mexico high deserts and Colorado aspen groves to South Carolina coastal islands and
hickory and oak woods of her own Missouri acres. Geographically they were inspired by shorelines,
dry lands, verdant glades and burned habitats. In Betty’s words, this exhibit is “mind-boggling” and
is on display until February 13. Here is a link to Ms. Helmericks-Louder’s website, helmericks.com

I Love Quilting Because…
Dear Readers,
how would you complete this statement? Send responses to the editor at
emshannon@cox.net. Responses will be
published next month.

With Sympathy

We send condolences to Jan Klink on the death of her

We also extend sympathy to the family of KPQG member Nancy Venburg. Nancy Ann Venburg, 85, of Andover, KS, formerly of Manhattan, passed away January
9th, at the Life Care Center in Andover.

husband, Tex. Clarence Tex Klink, age 79 of Manhattan,
passed away Wednesday, December 30, 2020 at Ascen-

sion Via Christi Hospital.
Obituary of Tex Klink | Welcome to Anderes
-Pfeifley Funeral Home | ... (apfunerals.com)
(Hold Ctrl key down and click on the link.)
Nancy A. Venburg Obituary - Manhattan, Kansas , Carlson's
Irvin-Parkview Funeral Home | Tribute Archive
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January Program
Devin Wendt
In his program “Life Lessons in a Quilt,” Pastor Wendt drew an analogy between quilting and successful family
and friend relationships.
The Golden Rules of Quilting
1. Always test a ¼ inch seam.
2. Your iron is your friend.
3. Measure twice – cut once.
4. NEVER/EVER let anyone know where you hide your fabric scissors.
5. Always buy more fabric.
6. Always start a new quilt before your last one is finished.


Each quilting project is unique and begins with the selection of a pattern and material. Each individual in a
family unit is also uniquely created.



Many different shapes and sizes come together to make a beautiful quilt, just as a family is composed of
many people of different shapes and sizes that must fit together as a unit. We can fit a pattern, but must also
adapt, compromise, and be willing to be shaped.



Basting, batting, building back...The beauty of a quilt emerges as the quilter puts all of the pieces together.
The backing is the foundation of one’s quilt, holding everything together, just as our faith is a foundation for
our lives.



The final quilting embellishes and stitches our unique creation together, just as our relationships hold our
families together. Remember: no quilt is perfect; no individual or family is perfect! Only you know where the
mistakes lie, but give each other grace. Don’t let mistakes ruin the satisfaction and enjoyment of your quilts
and your life!:
Left: Quilts made by Rachel Moreland
for Devin. Red/Blue in background and
extra long outdoor scenes.
Right: Antique quilt made by Devin’s
grandmother.

Carolyn Fellows

UFO Challenge:
In December we will
see the finished
projects!

Betty Frank

Ronna Robertson
Marcia Fox
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Susie Weir
Beverly Holdren
Barb Wright

Sharon Hughes

Pam Russell

Carol Pacey

Kathy Garvin

Janet Finney

Mary Jo Hawkinson

Elaine Shannon
Mary Jo Kurtz
LuAnn Hoover

Joanna Baker
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February 2021 BOM

Reminder: Drop your blocks off at Fenceline Fabrics by February 28. Contact Lynn Colquhoun
(lynncolq123@gmail.com) with questions about this or the 12-month project.

International Quilt Museum Project Potholder
As Vevia has shared, Friends of the International Quilt Museum are sponsoring Project
Potholder as a fundraiser for the International Museum. If you would like to contribute
to this effort, visit the link below for guidelines and where to send your potholders.
Fundraising | International Quilt Museum - Lincoln, NE

(Hold Ctrl key down and click on the link)
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KPQG website: kpqg.com
Look for Konza Prairie Quilters’ Guild on Facebook

The Prairie Pointer is the monthly newsletter of Konza Prairie Quilters’ Guild. Membership
is open to all interested in quilts and quilting. Yearly dues are $40 which include 12 Opportunity Tickets, admission to all meetings, monthly newsletter, access to library materials,
block of the month patterns, and space in additional workshops (additional fees).
Guests are welcome to attend twice before joining.

