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Happy
Spring!

April 2021

The next meeting of KPQG will be
April 12 at 9:30 via Zoom.
Program: Diane Murtha will encourage us to
Embrace the Challenge!
Watch for the Zoom link in your e-mail.

President’s Message

KONZA PRAIRIE QUILTERS’ GUILD NEWSLETTER
EDITOR: Elaine Shannon

If it wasn’t for the strong winds—-I’d be hankering more to get out in the garden with these wonderful temps we have had. What I have been doing is sewing every chance I get, so that I can go
outside with a clean conscience when the time is ripe. It is difficult to hold off on the outside
tasks with these warm days. Let’s all be praying that our May meeting has even better weather.
How many of you have started your challenge? Perhaps Diane Murtha will get us all excited
about that at our April 12th Zoom meeting with some possible tips and hints to make your challenge quilt the best you have ever done.
Stay safe and call someone you have not spoken to recently. Surprises are always nice!
Happy stitching,
Vevia
Tools, tools, and more tools! Do we have enough of them? Well, it depends—which works best
for this or that particular situation? After the clapper, I thought I had flat seams all down pat, and
then a few months ago, I was watching Fons and Porter with co-hosts Sara Gallegos and Angela
Huffman. They were using this pen to “fold” fabric. SinceI had never seen one of those pens, I
wondered—would the Pentel Aquash Water Brush that I have would work the same way? (Ever
colored on fabric?) I had no idea what liquid they were using but thought I would try Best Press.
Good choice. I was doing those 3 1/2” unfinished stars and needed those seams to lie flat. I
“painted” on the seam and pressed over lickety-split. Well rats, now I had to buy “Clover’s Fabric
Folding Pen” to find out what the difference was. It was worth it. I even bought one for a friend.
Full disclosure—I use both the folding pen and the water brushes. After all, they are filled already.

Pentel Water Brushes
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Looking Ahead to 2022!
As you know, the Guild board members decided last year that due to the cancellation of the venues where we
usually show our Opportunity Quilt and sell tickets that we would use the quilt made for 2020 as the 2021 quilt
instead. We hope that circumstances will become much better for more public events such as Pumpkin Patch,
etc. where opportunities can be purchased by the public. This is an important fundraiser for our treasury, and we
hope to generate renewed interest in this beautiful work of art. And yes, KPQG
members will still have their 12 tickets to submit for the drawing.
So, this year's quilt is finished and ready to go, but it's not too early to start
working on another quilt for 2022. I agreed to chair a group to construct the
2022 Opportunity Quilt and have a design in mind. If you would like to help with
this fund-raising opportunity and meet in a small group to sew, please let me
know by the May 10 KPQG meeting. I am looking for quilters who feel comfortable sewing some simple star patterned blocks and/or doing some simple applique. Thanks in advance for your help.
Betty Frank

Library Corner

Karen Bargabus
Connie Taylor
Susan Gormely

Emporia Rose Applique Quilts
by Barbara Brackman and
Karla Menaugh
C&T Publishing, 2014. 62 p.

4
11
21

Recreate the patterns of Emporia
quilters, Rose Good Kretsinger,
Charoltte Jane Whitehill and Anna
Glissner Good as interpreted by Barbara Brackman. Hand or machine appliqué flowers, swags or festoons on your quilt. Hand quilting is the secret to creating the Emporia quilts look. Authors have a short
biography and pictures of each the featured ladies.

Quilts From the Heart
Vickie Greenwood reports that she has just 28 quilts toward our goal of 150. If you have
completed QFTH, please bring them to the May meeting. Kits are always available, and there
are about 30 tops that are ready to be quilted for those of you who prefer quilting to piecing.
Please let Vickie know if you would like to help and need a delivery made.
(vgreenw123@gmail.com)

NEWS FLASH!
Your 2021 Membership Directory will be
available at our May meeting!
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Upcoming Programs
April 12: Diane Murtha from Bettendorf, Iowa will be presenting her program: Embracing The Challenge. Diane has
shared the following on her website: “My Grandmother helped me with my first hand sewn and tied quilt as a young
girl, but I didn’t take my first quilting class until the late 90’s. From that moment on, I was hooked. I snatched any
quilting time I could get, but a demanding career left minimal time for my quilting hobby, although I was very active in
both my Heidelberg, Germany and Northern Virginia quilt guilds over the years.
Like many of you, I started with mostly traditional quilting. Gradually I modified patterns more and more, making my
quilts unique, as well as creating my own original designs. Over the last 8 years I gravitated to art quilts, specifically
participating in art quilt challenges. An early retirement allowed me time to open my creative aperture to explore
quilting on even more new levels!
Challenges are an excellent opportunity to get out of your comfort zone. I embrace it fully and encourage you to do
the same and experience the joy and personal satisfaction of challenges!”
Visit Diane’s website at: Home | Diane Murtha (dianelmurtha.com). (Hold down the Ctrl Key and click on the link.)
Check out her numerous awards and publications, along with a gallery of her quilts. Here are just a few:

May 10: QUILTERS’ RAFFLE! Follow up your Mother’s Day weekend by joining KPQG members in the St. Thomas More
parking lot for another outdoor event and quilt show! Here are some tips from Michelle Crisler and Beverly Holdren.
• Purchase raffle tickets that day: 10 for $10 to bid on your favorite items...spread them around or
“put all of your eggs in one basket.”
• Keep in mind “the eye of the beholder” and make the items you are donating
look appealing.
• Deliver donations to Beverly at 2826 Kelly Circle or call Bev (785-341-6916) or
Michelle (785-844-1348) to have something picked up. Leave a message.
• You may take last minute items to the church, but have them ready for sale.
• More specifics about that day to follow in the May newsletter.
• Pray for a lovely spring morning!
• Remember: “One stitcher’s trash is another stitcher’s treasure.”

Pumpkin Patch Update

It’s not too early to think about those cute Little People we
were making for the COVID-cancelled 2020 Pumpkin Patch.
With much optimism, we are anticipating a return of the Patch
this year, so we are going to need lots of Little People and
sleeping bags. Yep, it’s been awhile and those patterns may be
hiding somewhere. Vevia has sent the patterns out so you can
begin making little friends or families. If you have other great
suggestions for our sales at the P.P., contact Patty Nelson.
(pahega53@gmail.com)
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Barbara Wright has announced the 2021 Challenge Quilt. This year is the 160th Anniversary of the statehood of
Kansas. To celebrate this occasion, you are challenged to quilt Kansas. Your quilt show be about Kansas history,
something you love about Kansas, or something you want others to know
about Kansas. Suggestions include: Kansas symbols, Kansas motto “To The
Stars Through Difficulty,” favorite sports teams, or even The Wizard of Oz.
Your quilt can be a square, up to 36 inches; a circle with a diameter of no
more than 36 inches; or a rectangle with no side longer than 36 inches. It
must be 3 layers, quilted, bound, and labeled on the back. Please note that
our Challenge Quilt Show will be September 13 rather than during the October meeting (as stated in our handbook) due to a scheduling conflict with a future presenter. We are looking
forward to seeing the creative quilts celebrating Kansas!

Graduation is approaching and the T-shirt quilt team has already sold two
quilts. With new contracts, additional teams will be needed. Previous participation in this project is not required. If you would like to form a team or
work on a quilt, please contact Susie at sweir1@cox.net. We still need a
chairperson, so please let Vevia know at jvbeaulieu@att.net if you can serve.

In Memoriam
Guild member Patty Nelson’s mother, Bee Erickson,
(101) passed away on March 6, at the Good Shepherd
Hospice House. You may view her obituary at: Bee Erickson Obituary (1920 - 2021) | Manhattan, Kansas
(echovita.com)
(Hold down the Ctrl Key and click on the link.)
We have also learned that long time guild member
Bonnie (Olsen) Lindsley lost her husband, Walter, on
March 10. Bonnie’s address is 3438 Mulberry Drive,
St. George, UT 84790

Sheri Adams has also informed us that Laura (Speer)
Varney (87), former KPQG member, passed away on
Feb. 24. View her obituary at: Laura (Speer) Varney |
Obituaries | themercury.com
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Our March 8 program featured several
of our own guild members. Karen
Spaeth gave us a thorough and interesting history of our Quilts For The
Heart philanthropy which has been
helping families in Manhattan for almost
two decades. Hats off to all who provide
quilts for this project. Your efforts are
appreciated by many who are unable to
express their gratitude face-to-face,
but who are touched and
warmed by your generosity!

March Program

April 2021
Michelle Crisler shared heirloom quilts
and demonstrated how to create a Fractured Checkerboard Quilt for which you
received the pattern last month. Try it
out; this would make a great QFTH!

Bow Tie Quilt

Completed Checkerboard

3-Directional Fabrics

Pastel Variation With Borders

Our third presenter was Sharon Hughes who gave a
tutorial on a Square on Point Pillow with permission
from Jenny Doan of Missouri Star Quilt Co. Sharon’s
demo made this look so easy, and the editor took
notes. Hopefully, this gives you an idea of how to
make this pillow. Give Sharon a call for more detail.
Half-sized variation: adding strips of different colors.

Sharon’s beautiful pillow.

Sew 36 5.5” squares (2 charm packs)
together in a 6 x 6 patterned square.

Fold in half with RST & sew ends.

Next you will open what is now a column and fit the opposite two ends together. Stitch one side closed, then stitch
the second side, leaving a smaller opening for stuffing or a larger opening for a pillow form. Sharon also had a nifty
new zipper that she recommended for easy removal of the cover for washing. For a smaller pillow, try 4” squares
and for a pincushion, use 2.5” squares. You can make pillows in seasonal colors for year-round enjoyment!
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April 2021 BOM
From McCall’s Quilting
Framed Pinwheel Block: FREE Quilt Block Pattern Download | Quilting Daily

Have some spinning and sewing fun making this colorful Framed Pinwheel. Wouldn’t this make a fabulous
baby quilt or QFTH? Don’t forget to drop off your March BOM at Fenceline Fabrics by March 31.
The winner of the February blocks was Lynn Colquhoun.
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Vevia’s 2021 President’s Block - Two Fabric Churn Dash (unfinished size 9 1/2”)

Don’t forget to sign your block!

Quilters’ Word Search
Applique’
Bargello
Batting
Bias
Binding
Block
Border
Fusible
Grain
Homespun
Medallion
Mercerized
Mitered
Motif
Muslin
Patchwork
Piecing
Quilt
Redwork
Sampler

Sashing
Scherenschnitte
Seam
Selvage
Seminole
Slub
Square
Template
Thread
Tied
Top
Trapunto
Wrap
Weft
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KPQG website: https://kpqg.com
Look for Konza Prairie Quilters’ Guild on Facebook.

The Prairie Pointer is the monthly newsletter of Konza Prairie Quilters’ Guild. Membership is open to all interested in quilts and quilting. Yearly dues are $40 which include 12
Opportunity Tickets, admission to all meetings, monthly newsletter, access to library
materials, block of the month patterns, and space in additional workshops (additional
fees). Guests are welcome to attend twice before joining.

